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Asst. Sec. Echohawk visits Navajo Nation 

(L-R); Superintendent Andrew M. Tah; Asst. Sec. Larry Echohawk; and Navajo 
Nation President Joe Shirley, Jr., visit a Navajo language and culture classroom at 
Rough Rock Elementary School in Rough Rock, Arizona.  

(L): Sen. Jeff Bingaman (R-NM).  Above (L-R): Daryl Begay, Leg. Analyst, 
Darrell Watchman, Dir. JOM, Lorena Zah-Bahe, Dir. OMETA, Dr. Kalvin 
White, Dir. ODSMT, Sen. Bingaman, Supt. Andrew Tah, and Spencer Willie, 
Dir. Head Start. 

Parent Conferences  
Rough Rock welcomes 
Asst. Sec. Echohawk  
Schools get H1N1 Up-
date  

Chief Manuelito 
Scholars 2009  
Head Start Staff 
Orientation  
Ft. Defiance OYD  

DoDE Visits Sen. Bingaman 

T he Department of Diné 
Education met with Sen. 

Jeff Bingaman (R-NM) at his 
Albuquerque office, taking the 
opportunity to inform the sena-
tor on a number of education 
issues, including Head Start 
enrollment, background checks 

for potential hires; Administra-
tive Cost Grant funding; closing 
the achievement gap; the Depart-
�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���$�<�3���D�Q�G���$�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\��
Workbook initiative; the Depart-
�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���J�R�D�O���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���6�(�$��
status; and JOM funding.  The 
senator asked Department repre-

sentatives about school types, 
jurisdiction, and the Depart-
�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���W�L�P�H�O�L�Q�H�������)�L�H�O�G���5�H�S�U�H��
sentative, Angelo Gonzales, of 
�W�K�H���V�H�Q�D�W�R�U�¶�V���V�W�D�I�I�����Z�R�X�O�G���Z�R�U�N��
with the Department and keep 
him informed, said Sen. Binga-
man.  

O n his second personal visit 
to the Navajo Nation, 

Assistant Secretary on Indian 
Education, Larry Echohawk, 
stopped at Rough Rock, Ari-
zona for a Phase II ground-
breaking ceremony of a school 
and dormitory, and then met 
later in the day with the Educa-
tion Committee of the Navajo 
Nation Council.  Echohawk had 
previously visited the Navajo 
Nation in August accompanied 
by his boss, Interior Secretary 
Ken Salazar and Interior Solici-
tor Hillary Tompkins.  At that 
time, the BIA representatives 
met with President Joe Shirley 
Jr. and an impromptu meeting 
with the Intergovernmental 
Relations Committee of the 
Council. 
 On his second visit, 
Echohawk was hosted and ac-
companied by President Joe 

Shirley, Jr., and Department of 
Diné Education Superintendent, 
Andrew Tah throughout his 
visit across the Navajo Nation, 
which included a stop at the 
school groundbreaking. 
 Echohawk was accom-

panied by his Chief of Staff, 
Paul Tsosie, and his Director of 
the Office of Congressional and 
Legislative Affairs, Darren 
Pete.  See related story, Rough 
Rock Welcomes Echohawk  on 
page 4.  


